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Chapter One - Taxonomy of Apostasy 

I. Introduction 

 Although apostasy is a single term in theology, it translates a variety of terms in 

the Scriptures. As a matter of fact, it seems that the term even has a number of different 

definitions within Christianity itself. Some of the major questions underlying a proper 

definition of apostasy are: 

 Is apostasy falling away from once was orthodox? 

 Is apostasy individual or corporately done? 

 Is apostasy breaking the covenants that God made with man? 

 Is apostasy in the Old Testament different from that in the New Testament? 

 Can one be an apostate even though he or she had never claimed to be a believer? 

 Can one be an apostate even though he never wanted to be a believer? 

 Can one be an apostate yet still believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? 

 Did God allow Israel to apostatize from Him? 

 Does God plan or allow apostasy? 

 What has God said about the theme of apostasy?  

These are just some of the important questions that theologians may ask when dealing 

with the theological theme of apostasy throughout the Bible. It is these very questions 

that will be answered over the next nine chapters. For now, it is the biblical terminology 

that must be looked at before dealing with itself, the theme of apostasy throughout that of 

the Old and New Testaments. After being able to define the term itself according to what 

God has given in and throughout His Word, then one can trace the theme knowing the 

theology of that itself.  

 The New Dictionary of Biblical Theology published by Inter Varsity Press defines 

apostasy as a term, “in theological discourse from the open and final repudiation of one’s 



allegiance to God in Christ.”
1
The New Dictionary of Theology (also published by Inter 

Varsity Press) defines apostasy differently saying that it is a “general falling away from 

religion or a denial of the faith by those who once held it.”
2
 The late Puritan theologian 

John Owen defines the essence of apostasy as “a total renunciation of all the constitutes 

principles and doctrines of Christianity.”  It may seem far-fetched, but the Merriam-

Webster Dictionary seems to have borrowed Owen‟s language when it defines apostasy 

as “renunciation of a religious faith and abandonment of a previous loyalty.”
3
 Reformed 

theologian R.C. Sproul may give one of the simplest but best definitions defining 

apostasy encompassing that of all it contains by saying,  

“Apostasy is not the same as paganism. An apostate is one who, at some point, professed the true 

God. Apostasy can take place only in the house of God. People become apostates by repudiating 

the faith they once professed. Whole churches can become apostate. When churches denounce 

essential truths of the Christian faith, they are apostate churches. Denominations-Protestant 

denominations-can become apostate.”
4
 

Here Dr. Sproul‟s definition takes into account a number of theological truths; however, 

there are two points that could be highlighted among the rest. First, he says, “Apostasy 

can take place only in the house of God.” Secondly, “People become apostates by 

repudiating the faith they once professed.”  

Before looking into the theme of apostasy and its‟ dealings, here in the first 

chapter apostasy will be defined, and examined in its‟ biblical terms throughout the Old 
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and New Testament.  How then must the one concept of apostasy be approached in light 

of the diversity of terms which are used in reference to it in the Scriptures?  

 Even a brief perusing any dictionary will reveal that there is not always just one 

definition of a word/term or figure of speech. When defining a term or a figure of speech 

it is best to always look at all of its‟ context, general and theological usage, and the 

elements that are there in the text dealing with it. Doing such a study will help not to lean 

towards one particular definition of apostasy or any term for that matter. Tracing the 

doctrine of apostasy throughout the Old and New Testament in its‟ original languages is 

necessary in order for Christians to understand the importance and the seriousness of 

apostasy. When apostasy is rightly understood, falling away from the gospel is arguably 

one of the most serious offenses in all the world. To have claimed God, and then to 

abandon him is condemn oneself to hell. In this first chapter I will survey the terms used 

throughout that of Jesus‟ Testament and the New Testament and how they were used in 

both general and theological.  



II. Old Testament Terms  

Apostasy in the Old Testament took on various forms which “include[d] departure 

from the Law, forsaking temple worship, and willful disobedience toward God himself.”
5
  

Isaiah and Jeremiah were God‟s mouthpieces to the Israelite nation that rebelled against.  

The punishment for such rebellion was exile.  Oftentimes the reason behind the corporate 

rebellion of Israel in transgressing the covenant with the LORD was the apostasy of their 

leaders.  The historical books implicate several kings who were guilty of apostasy – 

Rehoboam (1 Kings 14:22); Ahab (1 Kings 16:30-33); Ahaziah (1 Kings 22:51-53); 

Jehoram (2 Chron. 21:6, 10); Ahaz (2 Chron. 28:1-4); Manasseh (2 Chron. 33:1-19); and 

Amon (2 Chron. 33:21-23).
6
   The following word studies will explore the various 

nuances of apostasy in the Old Testament.  The Hebrew terms listed here are listed in 

terms of frequency in the Old Testament and their relationship to the biblical concept of 

apostasy.   

Term: dr;m' (mārad) be rebellious, rebel, revolt; dr,m, (mered) rebellion; tWDr.m; 
(mardût) rebellion.  
 

Lexical Form/ Root:  drm 

General Usage: Its derivatives can mean “to be rebellious, rebel, revolt.”  The verb is 

used twenty-five times in the Old Testament, all in the Qal stem. It also appears as a noun 

meaning “rebellion.” 

 

                                                        
5
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Theological Usage: This word is used to indicate rebellion against other humans.  It is 

also used to indicate rebellion against God.  The most frequent usage of this term appears 

in Joshua 22.  The primary significance in this chapter indicates rebellion against God 

and is variously translated as “rebellion.”   Other references speak of rebellion on the 

human plane, where a vassal breaks the covenant treaty imposed by his lord as in Genesis 

14:4.
7
 The covenantal context of this word is important when considering apostasy from 

the LORD as well. 

Examples:  

Gen. 14:4 - Twelve years they had served Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they 

rebelled.  

Num. 14:9 - Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not fear the people of the land, 

for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with 

us; do not fear them."  

Josh. 22:16 - "Thus says the whole congregation of the LORD, 'What is this breach of 

faith that you have committed against the God of Israel in turning away this day from 

following the LORD by building yourselves an altar this day in rebellion against the 

LORD? 

Josh. 22:18 - That you too must turn away this day from following the LORD? And if 

you too rebel against the LORD today then tomorrow he will be angry with the whole 

congregation of Israel. 

Josh. 22:19 - But now, if the land of your possession is unclean, pass over into the 

LORD's land where the LORD's tabernacle stands, and take for yourselves a possession 

among us. Only do not rebel against the LORD or make us as rebels by building for 

yourselves an altar other than the altar of the LORD our God. 

Josh. 22:22 - "The Mighty One, God, the LORD! The Mighty One, God, the LORD! He 

knows; and let Israel itself know! If it was in rebellion or in breach of faith against the 

LORD, do not spare us today 

Josh. 22:29 - Far be it from us that we should rebel against the LORD and turn away this 

day from following the LORD by building an altar for burnt offering, grain offering, or 

sacrifice, other than the altar of the LORD our God that stands before his tabernacle!" 
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1 Sam. 20:30 - Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said to him, "You 

son of a perverse, rebellious woman, do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse 

to your own shame, and to the shame of your mother's nakedness? 

2 Kings 18:7 - And the LORD was with him; wherever he went out, he prospered. He 

rebelled against the king of Assyria and would not serve him. 

2 Kings 18:20 - Do you think that mere words are strategy and power for war? In whom 

do you now trust, that you have rebelled against me? 

2 Kings 24:1 - In his days, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim 

became his servant three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him. 

2 Kings 24:20 - For because of the anger of the LORD it came to the point in Jerusalem 

and Judah that he cast them out from his presence. And Zedekiah rebelled against the 

king of Babylon. 

2 Chron. 13:6 - Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon the son of David, 

rose up and rebelled against his lord, 

2 Chron. 36:13 - He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him 

swear by God. He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD, 

the God of Israel. 

Neh. 2:19 - But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and 

Geshem the Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us and said, "What is this 

thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?" 

Neh. 6:6 - In it was written, "It is reported among the nations, and Geshem
1 

also says it, 

that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. And 

according to these reports you wish to become their king. 

Job 24:13 - "There are those who rebel against the light, who are not acquainted with its 

ways, and do not stay in its paths. 

Isa. 36:5 -  Do you think that mere words are strategy and power for war? In whom do 

you now trust, that you have rebelled against me? 

Jer.  52:3 - For because of the anger of the LORD things came to the point in Jerusalem 

and Judah that he cast them out from his presence. And Zedekiah rebelled against the 

king of Babylon. 

Ezek. 2:3 - And he said to me, "Son of man, I send you to the people of Israel, to nations 

of rebels, who have rebelled against me. They and their fathers have transgressed against 

me to this very day. 

Ezek. 17:12 - "Say now to the rebellious house, Do you not know what these things 

mean? Tell them, behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and took her king and 

her princes and brought them to him to Babylon. 

 



Ezek. 17:15 - But he rebelled against him by sending his ambassadors to Egypt, that they 

might give him horses and a large army. Will he thrive? Can one escape who does such 

things? Can he break the covenant and yet escape? 

 

Ezek. 20:38 - I will purge out the rebels from among you, and those who transgress 

against me. I will bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they shall not enter 

the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD. 

 

Dan. 9:5 - We have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning 

aside from your commandments and rules. 

 

 

Summary: Apostasy is ultimately concerned with rebellion against God, though in the 

case of rebellion against another human, the biblical context shows that such rebellion is 

“an attempt to nullify or abrogate a covenant, on the part of the vassal.”
8
  Translated into 

the covenant context of Old Testament Israel, rebellion or apostasy takes place against 

God and is a violation of the covenant stipulations and charter which he has put in place 

with his people.  In terms of apostasy, rebellion in the Old Testament on the vertical 

plane is specifically against Yahweh.
9
  Rebellion against other humans can be 

symptomatic of rebellion against God and meet his disapproval if against his will.  

Rebellion against other humans can also be approved of by God as in the case of 

Hezekiah against the Assyrians (2 Kings 18:7, 20; Isa. 36:5).   

 

 

Term:   l[;m' (mā„al) transgress, commit a trespass, act unfaithfully; l[;m; (ma„al) 

trespass; ly[im. (m®±îl) robe.  

 

 

Lexical Form/ Root: l[m 
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General Usage:  This root and its derivatives occurs 35 times in the Old Testament in the 

Qal stem.  With the exception of Daniel 9:7 it is used exclusively of Ezekiel among the 

prophets.  Its adjectival form is translated as “unfaithful.”  As a noun, it is variously 

translated as “trespass, an unfaithful or treacherous act, unfaithfulness, undutifulness, 

deceit.”  Its verbal form is translated as “to transgress, commit a trespass, or act 

unfaithfully.”
10

 

 

Theological Usage:  This term is significant in the study of apostasy in the Old 

Testament.  Almost always it is used to indicate an act of treachery or faithlessness 

towards God, a breach of the covenant relationship between Israel and Yahweh, 

particularly in the Deuteronomic and historical books.  A formula is used to indicate this 

breach, “hw"hyB; l[;m; hl'[]m'” or “to commit a trespass against Yahweh.” This formulaic 

phrase is also used in the first person when God is speaking about an act of treachery 

against himself – “to commit a trespass against me.”
11

  Most often it refers to Israel‟s 

unfaithfulness and becomes the cause of their exile as in Ezek. 39:23.  This word is also 

used to reflect the unfaithfulness towards God by many of the royal figures of Israel‟s 

dynasties.
12

  The noun form is also used to indicate sin in a wider sense corresponding to 

the words “parapipto” and “asuntheto” from the LXX.
13

  The references in Ezek. 14:13 

and 18:23 clearly spell out the penalty for this sin of unfaithfulness – death.   
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Examples: 

Lev. 5:15 - "If anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the 

holy things of the LORD, he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation, a ram without 

blemish out of the flock, valued
1 

in silver shekels,
2 
according to the shekel of the 

sanctuary, for a guilt offering. 

 

Lev. 6:2 - "If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving 

his neighbor in a matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed 

his neighbor 

 

Lev. 26:40 - "But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers in their 

treachery that they committed against me, and also in walking contrary to me, 

 

Num. 5:6 - "Speak to the people of Israel, When a man or woman commits any of the 

sins that people commit by breaking faith with the LORD, and that person realizes his 

guilt, 

 

Num. 5:12 - "Speak to the people of Israel, If any man's wife goes astray and breaks faith 

with him, 

 

Num. 5:27 - And when he has made her drink the water, then, if she has defiled herself 

and has broken faith with her husband, the water that brings the curse shall enter into her 

and cause bitter pain, and her womb shall swell, and her thigh shall fall away, and the 

woman shall become a curse among her people. 

 

Num. 31:16 - Behold, these, on Balaam's advice, caused the people of Israel to act 

treacherously against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and so the plague came among 

the congregation of the LORD. 

 

Deut. 32:51 - because you broke faith with me in the midst of the people of Israel at the 

waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin, and because you did not treat me as 

holy in the midst of the people of Israel. 

 

Josh. 7:1 - But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan 

the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the 

devoted things. And the anger of the LORD burned against the people of Israel. 

 

Josh. 22:16 - "Thus says the whole congregation of the LORD, 'What is this breach of 

faith that you have committed against the God of Israel in turning away this day from 

following the LORD by building yourselves an altar this day in rebellion against the 

LORD? 

 



Josh. 22:20 - Did not Achan the son of Zerah break faith in the matter of the devoted 

things, and wrath fell upon all the congregation of Israel? And he did not perish alone for 

his iniquity.'" 

 

Josh. 22:22  - "The Mighty One, God, the LORD! The Mighty One, God, the LORD! He 

knows; and let Israel itself know! If it was in rebellion or in breach of faith against the 

LORD, do not spare us today 

 

Josh. 22:31 - And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the people of Reuben and 

the people of Gad and the people of Manasseh, "Today we know that the LORD is in our 

midst, because you have not committed this breach of faith against the LORD. Now you 

have delivered the people of Israel from the hand of the LORD." 

 

1 Chron. 9:1 - So all Israel was recorded in genealogies, and these are written in the 

Book of the Kings of Israel. And Judah was taken into exile in Babylon because of their 

breach of faith. 

 

1 Chron. 10:13 - So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the LORD in 

that he did not keep the command of the LORD, and also consulted a medium, seeking 

guidance. 

 

2 Chron. 12:2 - In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, because they had been unfaithful to 

the LORD, Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem 

 

2 Chron. 26:16 - But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was 

unfaithful to the LORD his God and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on 

the altar of incense. 

 

2 Chron. 28:22 - In the time of his distress he became yet more faithless to the LORD - 

this same King Ahaz. 

 

2 Chron. 29:19 - All the utensils that King Ahaz discarded in his reign when he was 

faithless, we have made ready and consecrated, and behold, they are before the altar of 

the LORD." 

 

2 Chron. 30:7 - Do not be like your fathers and your brothers, who were faithless to the 

LORD God of their fathers, so that he made them a desolation, as you see. 

 

2 Chron. 33:19 - And his prayer, and how God was moved by his entreaty, and all his sin 

and his faithlessness, and the sites on which he built high places and set up the Asherim 

and the images, before he humbled himself, behold, they are written in the Chronicles of 

the Seers. 

 

Ezra 9:2 - For they have taken some of their daughters to be wives for themselves and 

for their sons, so that the holy race
1 

has mixed itself with the peoples of the lands. And in 

this faithlessness the hand of the officials and chief men has been foremost." 



 

Ezra 9:4 - Then all who trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the 

faithlessness of the returned exiles, gathered around me while I sat appalled until the 

evening sacrifice. 

 

Ezra 10:2 - And Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, of the sons of Elam, addressed Ezra: "We 

have broken faith with our God and have married foreign women from the peoples of the 

land, but even now there is hope for Israel in spite of this. 

 

Ezra 10:10 - And Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, "You have broken faith and 

married foreign women, and so increased the guilt of Israel. 

 

Neh. 1:8 - Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, 'If you 

are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 

 

Ezek. 14:13 - "Son of man, when a land sins against me by acting faithlessly, and I 

stretch out my hand against it and break its supply
1 

of bread and send famine upon it, and 

cut off from it man and beast, 

 

Ezek. 17:20 - I will spread my net over him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will 

bring him to Babylon and enter into judgment with him there for the treachery he has 

committed against me. 

 

Ezek. 18:24 - But when a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does 

injustice and does the same abominations that the wicked person does, shall he live? 

None of the righteous deeds that he has done shall be remembered; for the treachery of 

which he is guilty and the sin he has committed, for them he shall die. 

 

Ezek. 20:27 - "Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel and say to them, Thus 

says the Lord GOD: In this also your fathers blasphemed me, by dealing treacherously 

with me. 

 

Ezek. 39:23 - And the nations shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for 

their iniquity, because they dealt so treacherously with me that I hid my face from them 

and gave them into the hand of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword. 

 

Ezek. 39:26 - They shall forget their shame and all the treachery they have practiced 

against me, when they dwell securely in their land with none to make them afraid, 

 

Dan. 9:7 - To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to 

the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and 

those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, because of the 

treachery that they have committed against you. 

 

 



Summary:  These passages show that there are gradations in faithlessness.  There is 

faithlessness in regards to spouses but then also to the LORD.  This begs the question, 

“Could faithlessness in marriage be symptomatic of faithlessness and apostasy towards 

the LORD?”  Though it is not a one-to-one correlation, there are certain elements of truth 

to this.  When one begins to slip in these areas, there is often a deeper problem of 

faithlessness towards the LORD that needs to be addressed.  If breaking the binding 

marriage covenant is done, then the spiritual binding covenant with the LORD can also 

be broken.  One of the most blatant signs of apostasy in the history of Israel was 

disregard for the holy things of the LORD.  One example of this is Achan and the other is 

the inter-marriage of the returning exiles with foreign women.  The result for 

faithlessness or apostasy was exile or even death.   

 

 

Term:  bWv: turn back, return 

 

 

Lexical Form: bWv 
 
 

General Usage:  The verb “bWv” appears over 1050 times in the Old Testament and has 

many different nuances.  It is restricted primarily to the Qal and Hiphil stems.  It can be 

used to denote the actual physical action of turning or returning or repentance in terms of 

turning back to God.  Harris states that “It appears most often in Jeremiah (111 times) 

followed by Psalms (seventy-one times), Genesis (sixty-eight times), Ezekiel (sixty-two 

times), 1Kings (sixty-two times), 2Chronicies (sixty-one times), 2Kings (fifty-five times), 

Isaiah (fifty-one times).”
14

  Idiomatic usage of this verb ranges from “incline your heart 
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 TWOT, s.v. “bWv.” 



unto the Lord your God (Josh. 24:23); “circumcise yourselves to the Lord (Jer. 4:4); 

“wash your heart from wickedness” (Jer. 4:14) and “break up your fallow ground” (Hos. 

10:12).
15

   

 

Theological Usage:  Theological usage of bWv is restricted to action regarding man 

turning to God.  The word is also used to demonstrate repentance of the people of Israel 

returning to the LORD or apostasy in turning away from the LORD.  The words referring 

specifically to backsliding or apostasy, “shôb¹b,” “shôb¢b,” and “m®shûbâ,” appear in the 

prophets Jeremiah, Isaiah, Micah and Hosea and refer to backsliding or apostasy and is 

variously translated “faithless, backsliding, froward, like a thief, or turning away.”
16

 

 

Examples: 

Prov. 1:32 - For the simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacency of 

fools destroys them; 

 

Isa. 57:17 - Because of the iniquity of his unjust gain I was angry, I struck him; I hid my 

face and was angry, but he went on backsliding in the way of his own heart. 

 

Jer. 3:6 - The LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah: "Have you seen what she did, 

that faithless
17

 one, Israel, how she went up on every high hill and under every green tree, 

and there played the whore? 

 

Jer. 3:8 - She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her 

away with a decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too 

went and played the whore.
18
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 The word is translated “faithless,” and can also be translated “backsliding” or “apostate.” 
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 The phrase “faithless one” can also be translated “backsliding.”  Note: it is interesting to note 

that the decree of divorce contains the root “apostasia” in the LXX and “carath” in the Hebrew text.  In the 

LXX Israel apostasizes from God, but God literally writes a bill of apostasy in return.  The Hebrew also 

brings out an interesting nuance.  The term „carath‟ is used in the ceremony of “cutting a covenant” or 

coming to an agreement.  In Yahweh‟s relationship with Israel he made the agreement, but here he “cuts” 

Israel off.  See the original Hebrew and LXX for these facts. 



Jer. 3:11 - And the LORD said to me, "Faithless Israel has shown herself more righteous 

than treacherous Judah. 

 

Jer. 3:14 - Return, O faithless children, declares the LORD; for I am your master; I will 

take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 

 

Jer. 3:22 - Return, O faithless sons; I will heal your faithlessness." "Behold, we come to 

you, for you are the LORD our God. 

 

Jer. 31:22 - How long will you waver, O faithless daughter? For the LORD has created a 

new thing on the earth: a woman encircles a man." 

 

Jer. 49:4 - Why do you boast of your valleys,
  
O faithless daughter, who trusted in her 

treasures, saying, 'Who will come against me?' 

 

Hos. 11:7 - My people are bent on turning away from me, and though they call out to the 

Most High, he shall not raise them up at all. 

 

Hos. 14:4 - I will heal their apostasy; I will love them freely, for my anger has turned 

from them. 

 

Mic. 2:4 - In that day they shall take up a taunt song against you and moan bitterly, and 

say, "We are utterly ruined; he changes the portion of my people; how he removes it from 

me! To an apostate he allots our fields." 

 

 

Summary: This word is also significant in the study of apostasy in the Old Testament.  It 

seems to indicate in Hosea 14:4 that there is a way back from apostasy, where the LORD 

says, “I will heal their apostasy.”  This shows how God is concerned in healing and 

correcting apostasy in this particular situation since there are other situations where death 

is a sure consequence of apostasy.  This word is also very graphic in showing the heart 

attitude of an apostate, “bent on turning away from” the LORD as in Hosea 11:7.  It is 

directly related to the previous entry in terms of faithlessness in regards to Yahweh and 

the covenant made with Israel. 

 

Term: rWs (sûr) turn aside, cause to turn aside, apostatize; hr's' (sara) turning aside, 

defection.  It can also mean disloyal or faithless.  



 

 

Lexical Form: rWs or hrs 
 

 

General Usage:  The primary meaning of this word is “to turn aside.”  In most cases it 

indicates motion but can also refer to spiritual problems.  It is often found with 

prepositions such as “from” and “into.”  This then gives the idea of “turning away” or 

“withdrawing from” something or someone.
19

 

 

Theological Usage:  These two related terms are often used of God departing from 

people as in the case of Samson and Saul.  It is also used of people turning away from 

God, or “from the sins of Jeroboam” as in the case of the Israelites kings.  Harris argues 

that it is also “used of Israel‟s apostasy.”
20

  The following examples relate specifically to 

Israel‟s apostasy from God. 

 

Examples: 

Exod. 32:8 - They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. 

They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it 

and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!'" 

 

Deut. 9:12 - Then the LORD said to me, 'Arise, go down quickly from here, for your 

people whom you have brought from Egypt have acted corruptly. They have turned aside 

quickly out of the way that I commanded them; they have made themselves a metal 

image.' 

 

Deut. 11:16 - Take care lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other 

gods and worship them. 

 

Deut. 13:5 - But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he 

has taught rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of slavery, to make you leave the way in which 

the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil
1 

from your 

midst. 

                                                        
19

 TWOT, s.v. “rWs.” 

 
20

 Ibid. 



 

Deut. 19:16 - If a malicious witness arises to accuse a person of wrongdoing.
21

 

 

Isa. 31:6 - Turn to him from whom people
 
have deeply revolted, O children of Israel. 

 

Isa. 59:13 - Transgressing, and denying the LORD, and turning back from following our 

God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. 

 

Jer. 28:16 - Therefore thus says the LORD: 'Behold, I will remove you from the face of 

the earth. This year you shall die, because you have uttered rebellion against the LORD.'" 

 

Jer. 29:32 - Therefore thus says the LORD: Behold, I will punish Shemaiah of Nehelam 

and his descendants. He shall not have anyone living among this people, and he shall not 

see the good that I will do to my people, declares the LORD, for he has spoken rebellion 

against the LORD.'" 

 

Ezek. 6:9 - Then those of you who escape will remember me among the nations where 

they are carried captive, how I have been broken over their whoring heart that has 

departed from me and over their eyes that go whoring after their idols. And they will be 

loathsome in their own sight for the evils that they have committed, for all their 

abominations. 

 
 

Summary:  The emphasis here is put upon the actions of the heart, specifically that of 

turning aside to serve other gods besides Yahweh.  There is an emphasis on guarding the 

heart, because the heart can be deceptive and caused to turn aside towards apostasy from 

God.  There is also an element of speaking rebellion against the LORD, which is met 

with the punishment of death.  Apostasy in the Old Testament was not taken lightly and 

the imperative here is to guard the heart and mouth at all times for danger of apostasy.  

 

Term: %l;h' (h¹lak) go, walk. 

 

Lexical Form/ Root: %lh 
 

General Usage:  The general usage of this word means to move or to walk.  It is 

generally used to indicate motion, usually of people.  Its synonym is the previous entry of 
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“shub.”  Other words are derived from its root such as “traveler,” “step,” “going,” “way,” 

“traveling company,” “walk,” and “journey.” 

 

Theological Usage:  In terms of its theological usage, this word can be used both 

positively and negatively.  Positively it refers to the “walk” of the righteous man, keeping 

God‟s commandments.  Negatively, it is used to refer to Israel‟s apostasy and going away 

from God to other gods.
22

 

 

Examples: 
Lev. 26:24 - Then I also will walk contrary to you, and I myself will strike you sevenfold 

for your sins. 

 

Psalm 1:1 - Blessed is the man
1 

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in 

the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

 

Isa. 9:2 - The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in 

a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 

 

Jer. 5:23 - But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart; they have turned aside and 

gone away. 

 

Jer. 7:24 - But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels 

and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 

 

Jer. 11:8 - Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but everyone walked in the 

stubbornness of his evil heart. Therefore I brought upon them all the words of this 

covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they did not." 

 

 

Summary: This term focuses on a person‟s whole walk of life in regards to apostasy.  

The heart dictates how a person lives.  If a person‟s heart is dictated by evil, they will 

walk after evil and follow the counsels of their own evil heart.  Conversely, those who 

walk according to the commandments of God will be kept from apostasy in their own 

minds and hearts. 
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Term: [v;P' (pāsha„) rebel, transgress, revolt;  [v;P, (pasha„) rebellion. 

 

Lexical Form/ Root:  [vP 

 

General Usage:  Harris states that “The fundamental idea of the root is a breach of 

relationships, civil or religious, between two parties.”
23

  It appears in both a secular and a 

religious sense.  In the secular sense it gives the idea of throwing off authority and 

allegiance, a rebellion against rulers.  In the religious sense, Israel rebelled against 

Yahweh and the covenant he had made with them.   

 

Theological Usage:  When Israel rebelled against God, their acts of rebellion or 

transgression of the covenant were a going beyond the limits of God‟s law.  This 

transgression led to distortions of self, a love for independence from God, a refusal of 

correction and was met with judgment.
24

  Harris further notes that the measure of such 

rebellion is the character of God himself.  On the one hand he hates such rebellion and 

will punish it if unrepentant, but on the other hand, he seeks to correct and heal this 

rebellious spirit.
25

 

 

Examples: 

Isa. 1:28 - But rebels and sinners shall be broken together, and those who forsake the 

LORD shall be consumed. 

 

Isa. 48:8 - You have never heard, you have never known, from of old your ear has not 

been opened. For I knew that you would surely deal treacherously, and that from before 

birth you were called a rebel. 
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Isa. 59:13 - Transgressing, and denying the LORD, and turning back from following our 

God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. 

 

Jer. 2:8 - The priests did not say, 'Where is the LORD?' Those who handle the law did 

not know me; the shepherds
 
transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal 

and went after things that do not profit. 

 

Ezek. 2:3 - And he said to me, "Son of man, I send you to the people of Israel, to nations 

of rebels, who have rebelled against me. They and their fathers have transgressed against 

me to this very day. 

 

Hos. 8:1 - Set the trumpet to your lips! One like a vulture is over the house of the LORD, 

because they have transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law. 

 

Hos. 14:9 - Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let 

him know them; for the ways of the LORD are right, and the upright walk in them, but 

transgressors stumble in them. 

 

Amos 4:4 - "Come to Bethel, and transgress; to Gilgal, and multiply transgression; bring 

your sacrifices every morning, your tithes every three days; 

 

 

Summary:  This specific word connotes rebellion against law and as such immediately 

the covenant relationship of those who commit rebellion or apostasy.  Though this word 

is not directly translated as “apostasy” but the similarities in concepts and semantic 

domain render it a necessary word to study, especially within the context of covenant 

relationship and the holy character of God. 



III. New Testament Terms 

The Greek terms listed here are not listed in terms of usage, but in terms of 

importance moving from the least important to the most important terms for the study of 

apostasy.   

Term:  παπαπεσόνταρ (Hebrews 6:6), 

Masculine/Plural/Accusative/Aorist/Active/Adverbial Conditional Participle 

Lexical Form: παπαπίπτω – root word - πίπτω – “to fall,” “to fall down,” “to plunge 

down.” 

General Usage:  

 The verb παπαπίπτω can mean “to fall beside or aside,” “to stumble on something 

by chance,” “to be led somewhere or other.”  It can also mean “to be led past,” “to go 

astray,” or “to be mistaken.”
26

 

Theological Usage: 

 In the LXX and in Apocryphal documents the term is to commit an error which 

could be avoided if one seeks and attains wisdom.
27

  In Wis. 6:12 the writer addresses the 

kings that they might learn wisdom, and not “fall away.”  In Esther 6:10, it appears as a 

imperative and is translated as “to be neglected,” referring to words which have been 

spoken not being neglected or ignored. According to Kittel in Heb. 6:6, the term seems 

not so much to be referring to “fallen away,” but more “to offend,” “to fall,” or “to sin,” 

                                                        
     

26
 "πίπτω." παπαπίπτω. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1968. 170. Print. 

 

     
27

 Ibid 

 



as in it‟s context in the LXX.
28

  The theological use of the of παπαπίπτω by the author of 

Hebrews seems to line up with the LXX usage.   

“Against the possibility of committing apostasy, the writer urges his readers not to “drift” from the 

gospel of “neglect” their salvation, not to harden their hearts to the word of promise that they had 

received but with faithfulness to “hold fast” their “confession” (Heb 3:7-13).  He calls on them to 

persevere in hope, not deflected by the suffering of that present time (Heb 2:14-3:6; 5:7; 11:1-

12:2)”
29

 

 It is interesting to note as well the solution that the author of Hebrews provides 

for the danger of apostasy is for the saints to not “neglect” or forget about the Word of 

God, the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  “Let them hold fast their confession (Heb 10:19-25), 

running the race with perseverance, looking to Jesus who has gone on before them, 

through suffering, to the right hand of God (Heb. 12:1-2).”
30

 

Examples: 

Est. 6:10 - Then the kind said to Haman, Thou has well said: so do to Mardochaeus the 

Jew, who waits in the palace, and let no a word of what thou has spoken be neglected.
31

 

Since Esther is in the OT, are you working with the Septuagint, or what? Is this the best 

example? 

Hebrews 6:6 - if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because
 
to their loss 

they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.
32

 

Summary: 

παπαπίπτω is a Greek word that is used in reference to apostasy that has a strong 

background in the Hebrew Wisdom traditions.  It emphasizes the offensiveness and 

sinfulness of those who fall away from the covenant.  It has a significant nuance which 

emphasizes the negligence that often accompanies apostasy.  This is significant because 

many Christian view their negligence of the means of grace as simply a passive neutral 
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activity, but Scripture includes this negligence under the banner of sin and the danger of 

apostasy. 

 

Term:  ἐξεπέσατε. (Gal. 5:4)  2
ND

 Person/Plural/Aorist/Active/Indicative 

Lexical Form:  ἐκπίπτω – root word – see above 

General Usage:  In ancient literature can mean “to fall out of or down from,””to burst 

forth,” “to make a sortie,” “to flee,””to digress in speaking,” to deviate from the way,” 

“to be lost,” “to deviate from the way,” “to fail, or “to be banished.”
33

 

Theological Usage:  In the LXX the reference is almost always referring to a fall or 

something, which fades from glory.  It can also refer to rapid change.  Probably the most 

relevant reference for the subject of apostasy is the fall of Satan himself (Is. 14:12).  In 

the New Testament it is used in the same way.  However, even though it occurs 10 times 

in the New Testament its “range of meaning is greater than in the LXX.”
34

  In several 

cases it refers to an action such as “freeing” someone who is bound, the loosing of ropes 

by cutting, or a general idea of being “driven out” (see Acts 12:7; Acts 27:32; 2 Pet. 

3:17).  In its context in Gal. 6:4 Kittel writes: 

The preceding par. κατηπγήθητε ἀπὸ Χπιστοῦ certainly contains the thought of moving away from 

or being taken out of a sphere of power (I, 454, 7 ff.), but to regard grace as a sphere from which 

one may fall is to suppose that elsewhere it is presented as a sphere in which one can stand.  But 

“to stand in grace” has no basis in Paul or the NT.  Hence one must translate: You have lost grace, 

grace has left you.
35

 

Examples:  

                                                        
     

33
 "πίπτω." ἐκπίπτω. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1968. 170. Print. 

 

     
34

 Ibid. 

 

     
35

 Ibid. 

 



Is. 14:12 - How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut 

down to the ground, you who laid the nations low!
36

 

Dan. 7:20 - and about the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn that came up 

and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke great 

things, and that seemed greater than its companions.
37

 

Job 15:30 - he will not depart from darkness; the flame will dry up his shoots, and by the 

breath of his mouth he will depart.
38

 

Job 15:33 - He will shake off his unripe grape like the vine, and cast off his blossom like 

the olive tree. 

Is. 28:1 - Ah, the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and the fading flower of its 

glorious beauty, which is on the head of the rich valley of those overcome with wine 

Job 24:9 - There are those who snatch the fatherless child from the breast, and they take 

a pledge against the poor. 

1 Pet. 1:24 – “for” All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The 

grass withers, and the flower falls 

James 1:11 - For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower 

falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his 

pursuits. 

2 Pet. 3:17 - You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not 

carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 

Gal 5:4 - You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have 

fallen away from grace. 

Summary:  ἐξεπέσατε general emphasis seems to be on a change of status.  This can be 

seen not only in its theological usage in reference to apostasy but also in its general usage 

throughout the Scripture.  It appears to refer to something which used to be one way and 

is now different.  In reference to apostasy it emphasizes the “falling away” of those who 

turn from Christ. 

 

Term:  ἀποστπευόμενοι (Heb. 12:25)  Nominative/Plural/Present/Passive/Participle of 

Condition 

Lexical Form: ἀποστπέυω – root word - στπέυω – “to twist,” “to bend,” “to turn,” 

“steer.” 
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General Usage:  “In the main it kept the negative character given it by the prep.”
39

  It 

can mean to “turn back,” “to turn,” “reject,” or to “repudiate.” 

Theological Usage:  The word is used around 500 times in the LXX, and most of the 

instance are “of no theological importance.”
40

  There is indirect theological significance 

when this word is used in relation to the Jews returning from exile to Jerusalem and 

Palestine (Gen. 28:15; 48:21; 2 Ch. 6:25; Zeph. 2:7; Is. 35:10; 51:11).  In contrast when it 

is referring to turning back to Egypt is has theological significance in referring to 

apostasy (Num. 14:3; 14:43; Dt. 17:16). But it can “also be a punishment which God 

threatens to mete out on Israel”
41

 (Dt. 28:68; Hos. 8:13).  In the religious life of Israel it 

can refer to apostasy to other gods, God‟s turning away from the people, being cast from 

the temple, praying to God that he will not turn away, asking God to turn away from our 

sins, or God‟s turning back every man‟s sins upon themselves.  In the New Testament 

there is also a diversity of use.  In Mt. 26:52 it is used when Jesus orders his disciples to 

re-sheath their swords.  Paul uses it in Rom. 11:26 in reference to Is. 59:20 in the LXX 

about the deliverer who will turn away ungodliness.  In the Epistles it often refers to 

apostasy and the very act of apostasy.  “The bearer of revelation who has come from 

heaven is not to be resisted as the earthly Moses was, the OT antitype of Christ.”
42

 

Elements: 

Num. 14:3 - Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword?
 
Our wives 

and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt? 
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Num 14:43 - For there
 
the Amalekites and the Canaanites are facing you, and you shall 

fall by the sword. Because you have turned back from following the LORD, the LORD 

will not be with you. 

Deut 28:68 - And the LORD
 
will bring you back in ships to Egypt, a journey that I 

promised that
 
you should never make again; and there you shall offer yourselves for sale 

to your enemies as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer. 

Hos. 8:13 – As for my sacrificial offerings, they sacrifice meat and eat it, but the LORD 

does not accept them. Now he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins; they 

shall return to Egypt. 

Deut. 31:18 - And I will surely hide my face in that day because of all the evil that they 

have done, because
 
they have turned to other gods. 

Jos. 22:16,18,29 - Thus says the whole congregation of the LORD, 'What is this breach 

of faith that you have committed against the God of Israel in turning away this day from 

following the LORD by building yourselves an altar this day
 
in rebellion against the 

LORD?  that you too must turn away this day from following the LORD? And if
 
you too 

rebel against the LORD today then tomorrow
 
he will be angry with the whole 

congregation of Israel. Far be it from us that we should
 
rebel against the LORD and turn 

away this day from following the LORD by building an altar for burnt offering, grain 

offering, or sacrifice, other than the altar of the LORD our God that stands before his 

tabernacle! 

1 Kings 9:6 - But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not 

keep my commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve 

other gods and worship them 

2 Kings 17:13 - Yet the LORD
 
warned Israel and Judah

 
by every prophet

 
and every seer, 

saying, "Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in 

accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my 

servants the prophets. 

Deut.  31:17- 18 - Then my anger will be kindled against them in that day, and
 
I will 

forsake them and
 
hide my face from them, and they will be devoured. And many evils 

and troubles will come upon them, so that they will say in that day,
 
'Have not these evils 

come upon us because
 
our God is not among us?'  

18
And I will surely hide my face in that 

day because of all the evil that they have done, because
 
they have turned to other gods. 

2 Ch. 7:20 - then I will pluck you
 
up from my land that I have given you, and this house 

that I have consecrated for my name, I will cast out of my sight, and I will make it
 
a 

proverb and a byword among all peoples. 

1 Kings 8:35 - When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned 

against you, if they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and turn from 

their sin, when you afflict them. 



John 3:8, 10 - but let man and
 
beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out 

mightily to God.
 
Let everyone turn from his evil way and from

 
the violence that is in his 

hands. When God saw what they did,
 
how they turned from their evil way, God relented 

of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 

Zech 1:4 - Do not be like your fathers,
 
to whom the former prophets cried out, 'Thus says 

the LORD of hosts,
 
Return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.' But

 
they did 

not hear or pay attention to me, declares the LORD. 

Jer. 18:11 - Now, therefore, say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 

'Thus says the LORD, Behold, I am shaping disaster against you and devising a plan 

against you.
 
Return, every one from his evil way, and

 
amend your ways and your deeds.' 

Jer. 23:14 - But in the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible thing: they commit 

adultery and walk in lies; they strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that no one turns 

from his evil; all of them have become like Sodom to me, and its inhabitants like 

Gomorrah." 

Jer. 25:5 - saying,
 
'Turn now, every one of you,

 
from his evil way and evil deeds, and

 

dwell upon the land that the LORD has given to you and your fathers from of old and 

forever. 

2 Ch. 6:24 - O LORD God,
 
do not turn away the face of your anointed one! Remember 

your steadfast love for David your servant." 

Is. 54:8 - In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting 

love I will have compassion on you, "says the LORD, your Redeemer. 

Is. 57:17 - Because of the iniquity of his
 
unjust gain I was angry, I struck him; I hid my 

face and was angry, but he went on backsliding in the way of his own heart. 

Is. 59:2 - but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, 

and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. 

Is. 64:6 - We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 

like a polluted garment.  We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 

away.  

1 Kings 8:57 - The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers.
 
May he not 

leave us or forsake us 

Is. 54:10 - For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love 

shall not depart from you, and
 
my covenant of peace shall not be removed," says the 

LORD, who has compassion on you. 

Num. 25:4 - And the LORD said to Moses, "Take all the chiefs of the people and hang
 

hem in the sun before the LORD, that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from 

Israel." 



2 Kings 23:26 - Still the LORD did not turn from the burning of his great wrath, by 

which his anger was kindled against Judah,
 
because of all the provocations with which 

Manasseh had provoked him.  

2 Ch. 12:12 - And when he humbled himself the wrath of the LORD turned from him, so 

as not to make a complete destruction. Moreover,
 
conditions were good

 
in Judah. 

2 Ch. 30:8 - Do not now be stiff-necked as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the 

LORD and come to his sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever, and serve the LORD 

your God,
 
that his fierce anger may turn away from you. 

Is. 5:25 – Therefore
 
the anger of the LORD was kindled against his people, and he 

stretched out his hand against them and struck them, and
 
the mountains quaked; 

and their corpses were
 
as refuse in the midst of the streets for all this his anger has not 

turned away, and his hand is stretched out still. 

Is. 12:1 – You
 
will say

 
in that day: "I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you 

were angry with me,
 
your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 

Jer. 2:35 - you say, 'I am innocent; surely his anger has turned from me. 'Behold, I will 

bring you to judgment or saying, 'I have not sinned.' 

Jer. 18:20 - Should good be repaid with evil? Yet
 
they have dug a pit for my life. 

Remember how I stood before you to speak good for them, to turn away your wrath from 

them. 

Job 9:13 - God will not turn back his anger; beneath him bowed the helpers of
  
Rahab. 

Prov. 24:18 - lest the LORD see it and be displeased, and turn away his anger from him. 

1 Sam. 15:29 - And also the Glory of Israel
 
will not lie or have regret, for he is not a 

man, that he should have regret. 

2 Tim 4:4 – and
 
will turn away from listening to the truth and

 
wander off into myths. 

Titus 1:14 - not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and
 
the commands of people

 
who 

turn away from the truth. 

2 Tim 1:15 - You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom 

are Phygelus and Hermogenes. 

Heb. 12:25 - See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For
 
if they did not escape 

when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject 

him who warns from heaven. 

Summary:  ἀποστπέυω focuses primarily upon the idea of “turning” and particularly 

turning in disgust or repudiation.  As a term in and of itself it is relatively “amoral” in 

that it refers to the act of turning itself and does not imply the quality of the agent who is 

turning, or the object being turned to or from.  In the Old Testament it primarily refers to 

God turning His wrath or face to or away from his people, and His people‟s turning to or 



away from sin or objects of sin (such as pagan nations).  In the New Testament in 

reference to Apostasy it either refers to simply turning away from the Lord, or turning 

away to false teaching.  

Term:  ἀποστῆναι (Heb. 3:12) Aorist/Active/Infinitive   

Lexical Form:  aphistemi   

General Usage:  “to remove,” or in reference to fellowship with someone it can mean “to 

seduce,” “to win away.” In another sense it can mean to “remove oneself,” “to resign,” 

“to desist,” or “to fall away.”
43

 

Theological Usage:  In the LXX this word most directly means either political or 

religious apostasy.  “The apostasy finds expression in a disobedient cultic and ethical 

worship of other gods.”
44

  This religious characteristic is strongly carried, and in Heb. 

3:12 it is used expressly of religious decline from God.  It entails “unbelief which 

abandons hope”
45

 and is an eschatological phenomenon. 

Examples:   

Gen. 14:4 - Twelve years they had served Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they 

rebelled. 

2 Ch. 21:8 - In his days Edom revolted from the rule of Judah and set up a king of their 

own.  

Deut. 32:15 – But
 
Jeshurun grew fat, and

 
kicked;

 
you grew fat, stout, and sleek; then he 

forsook God
 
who made him and scoffed at

 
the Rock of his salvation. 

Jos. 22:18 - that you too must turn away this day from following the LORD? And if
 
you 

too rebel against the LORD today then tomorrow
 
he will be angry with the whole 

congregation of Israel. For building an altar to turn away from following the LORD. Or if 

we did so to offer burnt offerings or grain offerings or peace offerings on it, may the 

LORD himself
 
take vengeance. 
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Dan. 9:9 - To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled 

against him. 

Jer. 3:14 - Return, O faithless children, declares the LORD; for I am your master; 

I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 

Is. 30:1 - "Ah,
 
stubborn children," declares the LORD,

 
"who carry out a plan, but not 

mine, and who make
 
an alliance,

 
but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin 

Deut. 7:4 - for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods.
 

Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you
 

quickly. 

Deut 9:10 – And
 
the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of 

God, and on them were all the words that the LORD had spoken with you on the 

mountain out of the midst of the fire
 
on the day of the assembly. 

Acts. 15:38 - But Paul thought best not to take with them one
 
who had withdrawn from 

them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 

Acts. 5:37 - After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew 

away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were 

scattered. 

Acts 19:9 - But when some became stubborn and
 
continued in unbelief, speaking evil of

 

the Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with 

him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 

Acts 3:12 - Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 

leading you to fall away from
 
the living God. 

1 Tim. 4:1 – Now
 
the Spirit expressly says that

 
in later times some will depart from the 

faith by devoting themselves to
 
deceitful spirits and teachings of demons 

Luke  8:13 - And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it
 

with joy. But these have no root; they
 
believe for a while, and in time of testing

 
fall away. 

Rev. 3:8 - I know your works. Behold, I have set before you
 
an open door, which no one 

is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and 

have not denied my name. 

Summary:  aphistemi in its Old Testament and historical background appears to 

emphasize the legal or covenant aspect of apostasy.  This is observed in its association 

with religious/political apostasy in the Old Testament.  It emphasizes the unbelief of the 

people as the violate the clear covenantal stipulations laid down by the Lord.  In the New 

Testament it has a similar nuance especially of those who turn and “devote” themselves 

to the works of demons instead of the Lord.  It also refers to those who from a juxtaposed 

position do not turn from the Lord and his revelation. 

 



Term:  ἀποστασία  (2 Thess. 2:3)  Noun: Nominative/Singular/Feminine 

Lexical Form: aphistemi – see previous term 

General Usage:  The word presupposes the concept „apostates‟ “to be an apostate,” and 

thus signifies the state of apostasy, whereas „apostasis‟ denotes the act.
46

  Politically it is 

a rebel.  In the LXX it can refer to political apostasy such as in 1 Esr. 2:23, however it is 

usually referring to religious apostasy. 

Theological Usage:  “Materially this (apostasy) implies the rejection of the Torah”
47

 

(parenthesis mine).  In 2 Th. 2:3 it is used in a way that mirrors a Jewish tradition which 

speaks of complete apostasy from God and His Torah shortly before the appearance of 

the Messiah.
48

 It is used in the New Testament - warning Christians about apostatizing 

from their faith to heresy and unrighteousness in the last days. 

Elements: 

Jos. 22:22 - The Mighty One,
 
God, the LORD! The Mighty One, God, the LORD!

 
He 

knows; and let Israel itself know! If it was in rebellion or in breach of faith against the 

LORD, do not spare us today 

Jer. 2:19 - Your evil will chastise you, and
 
your apostasy will reprove you. Know and see 

that it is evil and
 
bitter for you to forsake the LORD your God; the fear of me is not in 

you, declares the Lord GOD of hosts. 

2 Ch. 29:19 - All the utensils
 
that King Ahaz discarded in his reign when he was 

faithless, we have made ready and consecrated, and behold, they are before the altar of 

the LORD." 

2 Ch. 33:19 - And his prayer, and how
 
God was moved by his entreaty, and all his sin 

and his faithlessness, and the sites
 
on which he built high places and set up the

 
Asherim 

and the images, before he humbled himself, behold, they are written in the Chronicles of 

the Seers. 
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Is. 30:1 - Ah,
  
stubborn children, "declares the LORD,

 
"who carry out a plan, but not 

mine, and who make
 
an alliance,

 
but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin 

Num. 14:9 – Only
 
do not rebel against the LORD. And

 
do not fear the people of the land, 

for
 
they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with 

us; do not fear them." 

Jos. 22:16, 19 - "Thus says the whole congregation of the LORD, 'What is this breach of 

faith that you have committed against the God of Israel in turning away this day from 

following the LORD by building yourselves an altar this day
 
in rebellion against the 

LORD?
 
But now, if the land of your possession is unclean, pass over into the LORD‟s 

land
 
where the LORD‟s tabernacle stands, and take for yourselves a possession among us.

 

Only do not rebel against the LORD or make us as rebels by building for yourselves an 

altar other than the altar of the LORD our God. 

Acts 21:21 - and they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who are 

among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or
 

walk according to
 
our customs. 

2 Th. 2:3 - Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come,
 
unless the 

rebellion comes first, and
 
the man of lawlessness

 
is revealed,

 
the son of destruction 

Matt. 24:11 - And many
 
false prophets will arise

 
and lead many astray. 

Luke 8:13 - And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it
 

with joy. But these have no root; they
 
believe for a while, and in time of testing

 
fall away. 

Summary:  ἀποστασία is the closest term to apostasy proper as we know it, making it a 

fitting word for our English transliteration of “apostasy.”  Unlike its relative ἀποστῆναι, it 

does not have a primary reference to the political aspect of apostasy, but to the religious 

aspect.  It refers to a religious rebel who turns away from the covenant its revelation from 

the Lord.  In the New Testament the same emphasis is carried over especially in 2 Th. 2:3 

where the rebellious and lawless aspects of apostasy are detailed. 



IV. Conclusion 

 The importance of Biblically understanding the terminology of apostasy starts 

with the understanding of its usage through the Hebrew and Greek text.  The reason why 

this is important is because Scripture is God‟s self-revelation.  The very fact that God has 

revealed himself in regards to apostasy has important ramifications.  Those ramifications 

include theological concepts of covenant, law, and the character of God.  The fact that 

God says anything about apostasy in his self-revelation means that the reader should pay 

careful attention and the Christian be on watch for gospel obedience.  The character of 

God must be maintained and the warnings against apostasy must be taken to heart.   

The turning of a soul from the living God, especially from His grace, is not only a 

terrifying act but an act that includes many aspects and consequences.  Apostasy is first 

and foremost in opposition to God and his character.  Calvin captures this well when he 

says, “For the Lord esteems the communion of his church so highly that he counts as a 

traitor and apostate from Christianity anyone who arrogantly leaves any Christian society, 

provided it cherishes the true ministry of Word and sacraments. He so esteems the 

authority of the church that when it is violated he believes his own diminished.”49
  God‟s 

revelation warns His people of the danger of this ultimate sin, and is rich in presenting its 

full scope.   The above study of the Greek and Hebrew terms opens up the breadth and 

dimensions of the concept of apostasy.  From here properly seeing the different ways 

these terms are used, one now can go forth and study the theme of apostasy through the 

history of mankind, namely the history of the Bible and how God allowed it, and used it 

for His glory.  
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